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Lichen Sorensen Lab. Photo credit: Kira Koop. 

For his part, Sorensen is thrilled at Bertrand’s win. “This is an outstanding achievement for such a dedicated and hard-
working student.  Robert was the first researcher anywhere in the world to be able to conclusively link lichen genes to the 
production of bioactive molecules. Robert’s work will serve as foundation and inspiration for a number of other PhD 
projects in the Sorensen group.” 

During the course of his PhD studies, Bertrand says he was fortunate to find someone in his lab in whom he could 
confide, as well as bounce ideas off. 

“Mona was a fellow student in our lab. We became close friends and she helped me navigate through the most 
tumultuous moments of my program. I would be remiss if I did not mention the support, advice, and mentorship I received 
from John [Sorensen], who was instrumental in setting me along with my career.” 
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